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You can be featured next
Complete the questionnaire,
submit a headshot and one photo
of you in action on the golf course.
Visit the website for more info

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Selam Olson

GOLF’S GAME CHANGERS:
Q&A WITH SELAM OLSON
12-year-old Selam Olson is a first-time
PGA Jr. League player with Lyman
Orchards Golf Club in Middlefield,
Connecticut. She credits The First Tee
of Connecticut with introducing her to
the game, and all of her practice is
clearly paying off… she also made her
PGA Jr. League All-Star team!
Q: Do you play other sports? If so, how
do these help with your golf game?
I am a figure skater, but not as much as I
golf. They help each other. Figure skating
teaches balance. I have great balance
when I swing a club, as well as good
weight transfer. And it’s less nerve
wracking to do things in front of people,
like hit a tee shot.
Q: How did you get started in PGA Jr.
League?
I did a Saturday morning golf league at
Lyman. The people we played with
told us about PGA Jr. League, and they
made it sound great, so I wanted to try
it.

REGISTER FOR PGA JR.
LEAGUE FALL REC
SEASON AT
www.pgajrleague.com

JUNIOR GOLF
EVENTS
PGA Jr. League
AJGA
Peggy Kirk Bell TOUR
Drive Chip Putt
US Kids Golf

GOLFER OF
THE MONTH

Selam
Midfield, CT.
Send us your story and photos so
you can be featured in the next
Front9.

"I enjoy being a part of a team, because golf is usually
an individual sport. I enjoy having teammates."
Q: Why did you like PGA Jr. League?
I enjoy being a part of a team, because golf is usually an
individual sport. I enjoy having teammates.
Q: Would you recommend PGA Jr. League to other girls
and boys?
Yes! It teaches you different things, like about sportsmanship
and how to work with a team. It introduces you to people you
would have never met if you had just done golf individually.
It’s a great way to meet people and either get started or
continue in the sport.
Q: What’s your favorite memory from the PGA Jr. League
season?
Either my first match, or the time when we had a rain delay,
came back to the course, and there was a double rainbow over
the fourth hole!
Q: What do you look forward to the most about PGA Jr.
League?
I enjoy coming back and practicing. I like seeing my teammates.
Q: What would you tell other girls who might be afraid to
play on a team?
I would say if you work hard, and you do it just because you love
the sport, nothing can stop you.
Q: How does your team celebrate a great shot?
We normally give fist bumps. We don’t over-celebrate because
we’re trying to be good sports!

CLICK
HERE

or visit pgajrleague.com

ANOTHER EPIC SUMMER WITH
BGG & CLEMSON
Charting A Course For
Careers In Golf
This year was another epic year for BGG
and Clemson. We invited 15 junior
golfers from all over the United States
to join us for a week-long Summer
experience.
Classes students take between rounds
of golf and hands-on instruction cover
career paths, industry trends, business
planning, golf instruction and player
development programs. Applicants
must be able to score below 90
consistently on 18 holes, have at least a
3.0 GPA and be interested in a career in
the golf industry. Each golfer who is
accepted receives a partial scholarship
to attend.

The week is filled with unique
learning experiences designed to
help golfers improve their game
and learn about careers in the golf
industry.
The opportunity is open to girls 14
and older who can play 18 holes
and shoot under 90 consistently.

LPGA DOW GREAT LAKES BAY
INVITATIONAL EXPERIENCE
BY, KENDALL JACKSON
Oh my! Where to begin? Well, for starters in
February I was out at a Lone Star Golf
Association event, and a lady I sometimes play
with on Sundays told me that a man named
Mr. Gary Carter was looking for some young
African American golfers to play with him in
the Dow Great Lakes Bay Invitational Pro Am
in Midland, MI. My parents and I said yes, and
immediately started looking at airfare and
hotels.
This was truly a once in a lifetime opportunity
and experience. I learned so many things about
Dow, the LPGA, Inclusion and Diversity, what it
takes to play at the professional level, and my
own golf game. I met so many wonder and
amazing people and had a fulfilling week. I was
one of three young lady African American
golfers. Zoe Slaughter and Tiarra Rodrigues
were the two girls that I spent my time in
Midland with. We all instantly became good
friends. I had met Zoe before, but it was my
first-time meeting Tiarra. Zoe helped me with
my golf game and Tiarra was telling me about
her time at Prairie View A & M University and
being on the golf team. I picked up some great
college tips from her.

CLICK
HERE

or visit pgajrleague.com

It's more than just the golf
The Eat Great Festival and the city of Midland was so excited
to host the LPGA. It was their first time ever doing something
like this. The people there were very inviting and friendly. It
was tons of fun, the food was amazing, and I even made it on
the local Midland news. We went there on Sunday and
Monday evening. There was live music, rock climbing, board
games, even a money booth that I was able to score $44.
There were all kinds of appetizers, foods, and desserts to try
from the local restaurants.

Watching the pros is a great
learning experience
On Monday morning we went out to Midland Country Club to

Tuesday was the Pro Am. It was absolutely wonderful. We were

watch the practice round and see how LPGA prepare for a

able to receive free Peter Millar golf clothing and we ate

tournament. It was amazing to watch them putt and see how

breakfast inside the club house. The club house was gorgeous

they manage the course. I picked up tons of putting drills. I

and MASSIVE. We played with Kendall on the front nine and

was able to talk to a few caddies and ask them how often

Kristy on the back nine. It was kind of funny introducing myself

their player changes out her clubs. I was very surprised to

to Kendall. She was pretty cool, calm, and collected. Kristy on

hear that the average player changes their clubs once or twice

the other hand was the life of the party. She cracked so many

every 6 to 9 months. I’m still holding on to my set from 2015!

jokes. They were both very helpful and very personable. We all

Later that evening at Dow Diamond Baseball Field, was the

ended up exchanging phone number’s afterwards. During the

host location of the Paring Party. This was when we found out

round, we got to meet and take a picture Kay Cockerill from the

our pairings for the PRO-AM. I was able to meet and talk to

Golf Channel. I enjoyed chatting with her and learning about her.

lots of professional golfers. My team was paired up with

I even won the longest drive with a 248-yard drive into the wind

Kendall Dye and Kristy McPherson. Also, that evening, we

and closest to the pin with 35 inches away from being in the

went back down town to The Eat Great Festival and up to one

hole. I believe the most valuable insight I gained from both the

of the buildings at the festival, where we had pizza and ice

ladies was “Everyone can hit the ball long. Everyone can hit it

cream on the rooftop. I met an organization called Midnight

straight. At the end of the day, it’s just a big chipping and putting

Golf out of Detroit. It’s a mentoring program that helps high

contest.” The time they spend on the range, they spend more, if

school students ransition into college.

not double the time working on their short game. We ended up
placing in the top five. That evening Kendall and Kristy surprised

Meeting golfers from the
Midnight Golf Program
There was about twenty or so African American boys and girls.
The teens from the Midnight Golf program would caddie for
us the day of the Pro Am.

us at dinner. It was the start of a wonderful friendship and it was
a truly a special day that I will cherish forever.
I am so happy, blessed, and just utterly amazed at my time spent
in Midland. I am now an even bigger fan of the LPGA than I was
before. I want to especially thank Mr. and Mrs. Carter for all they
have done. She even told me that I was coming back. Not asking

At the Meet and Greet with the Midnight Golf mentor program.

me, but telling me that I am coming back next year. I would also

Zoe, Tiarra and I introduced ourselves to everyone, and the

like to thank Black Girl’s Golf for not only allowing me to write

Dow Representatives introduced themselves. Mrs. Karen

about my experience, but last year when I was at camp, about

Carter, the Chief Human Resources Officer and Chief Inclusion

being okay with being the only African American girl, if not

Officer was INTIMIDATING, but in a funny, great, and loving

person at golf tournaments. The week also made me aspire to

way. She said a quote that I will never forget, “I’m standing in

play golf not only in college, but maybe even on the LPGA Tour

the shade of the tree of the person who planted it before me.”

one day. Lastly, I want to thank my parents. They have been

It made me realize how much Dow is doing for inclusion and

pushing me to go above and beyond in golf and I am so grateful

diversity for the African American community.

for all that they have done for me. THANK YOU!

“Everyone can hit the ball long. Everyone can hit it straight. At
the end of the day, it’s just a big chipping and putting contest.”

